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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD REGULAR MEETING of the Board of Trustees 

of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, May 17, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Frank J. DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York and 

via video conference. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich Deputy  

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus 

Trustee Peter Grunthal 

     Trustee Karen B. Schleimer 

Trustee David Squirrell 

 

 Also Present:  Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

Robert Wheeling, Village Treasurer 

 
Absent:   Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

 

 

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for 

the pledge of allegiance.    

 

 

May 17, 2021 

7pm Regular Meeting 

 

Public Hearing – Gas Powered Leaf Blower Legislation  

Call in# 646-558-8656 or 888-788-0099 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that we are starting this meeting with a public 

hearing on proposed legislation regarding gas powered leaf blowers.  We will begin with 

a presentation for the purpose of providing the rationale for this legislation to the public. 

 

Trustee Grunthal and Lilian Burgler presented the following: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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Mayor Picinich thanked Trustee Grunthal and Ms. Burgler for their research and 

presentation.  She asked that anyone who wanted to speak during this public hearing to 

raise their hands in the zoom call to be allowed into the meeting for comment.  

 

Dan Delventhal began by thanking the Board for allowing him to speak.  He is not 

a resident of the Village, but he owns and operates a zero-emission lawn company 

named MowGreen and has been speaking at meetings like this throughout Westchester 

and Connecticut.  He applauded the efforts and wanted to say a few things about leaf 

blowers.  Based on the evidence, it is amazing to see the evidence.  He commented that 

everyone presents so well at these meetings and he likes to see how gentle and gradual 

ordinance (legislation) is drafted in response.  He commented that it is quite reasonable 

what is being proposed and is behind the Village one hundred percent.  Electric leaf 

blowers are zero-emission and quieter, there is no doubt about that, and even if you 

were charging batteries with dirty power from a coal fired plant, you would be avoiding 

70% of the emissions and of course not at the site.  If you use 100% renewable energy 

or solar power to charge your batteries or charging them in motion while in a vehicle you 

get close to 100% emission avoidance and lawn care is 10% of our emission and global 

warming gases nationwide.  It is a big deal.  California has observed that gas leaf 

blowers and other lawn gear produces as much as vehicle emissions now, so it has 

gotten worse and is probably worse than 10%.  A few practical things about commercial 

lawn care using no gas leaf blowers; MowGreen has been around for 16 years and the 

electric leaf blowers are affordable.  You can get a 650 CFM (cubic feet per minute) leaf 

blower with a powerful battery for $300, and it’s true that 450 CFMs is pretty powerful; 

we like the 650 CMF unit and we have a couple with each crew.  People often talk about 

the battery charging; you can carry a few extras just like buying some extra gasoline, 

but it is less expensive as it costs half of what it costs to fuel a gas blower.  We have 

more than 200 customers and 99% of them allow our personnel to charge batteries 

while on property.  It is fifteen to twenty-five cents to charge a pretty powerful electric 

leaf blower battery so it is kind of a non-issue, but we can also charge in our vehicles 

while in motion.  It is true that it costs less to own and operate, there is less 

maintenance and lower fuel costs.  They are equally capable; a lot of the push back 

against such a modest and reasonable ordinance as the one proposed is that electric leaf 

blowers are not up to the job and that you need to have a gas leaf blowers, which you 

are going to allow during fall clean up so it’s kind of a non-issue.  It is worth noting that 

gas units as powerful as 1,000 CFM are the top of the heap in power, you can get 

commercial electric blowers that have an equal rating.  Good points made about the fact 

that blowers are often misused; customers can change the dynamic as well because 

there is usually a cleanup fee and the tendency is to strip everything from end to end. 

This is a fixed fee and what is happening is that the landscapers think they need the 

biggest, fastest blower in the hands of four people to strip the property, but then people 

are losing topsoil which takes 100 years to make an inch of topsoil.  When we changed 

practices to align with organizations such as Healthy Yards (healthyyards.org), we found 

that the charges we apply for fall clean up went down 40% across the board so it is 

more affordable and healthier to not strip a property with a powerful leaf blower.  The 

problem is that landscapers think the faster they go to strip the property, the more 

money they make, so they invest in more powerful leaf blowers to drive us all crazy.  

Just in closing, we’ve grown 30% per year for eight (8) years, so electric is not as 

quixotic as it sounds and we only use electric in everything we do, pruning, sawing, deep 

hedging, aerating, mowing, blowing, everything we do is without gas and we serve 

thirteen (13) towns.  We believe that this approach is better for business, better for 

workers, better for customers, and we take care of more than 60 acres per week.  If 

anyone wants to speak further, he is happy to join forces and connect people who are 

trying to create healthier neighborhoods.  Thank you.  
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Trustee Grunthal mentioned that Mr. Delventhal’s entry in tonight’s meeting is 

like a breath of fresh air to him and he thanked him for coming.  It is so good to hear 

from him.  

 

Mr. Zaminski began by saying that he is very happy that this is happening via 

zoom.  He grew up at 366 Sarles Street and his family is still there.  He recently moved 

to North Salem after being here and there in Westchester, New York City, and elsewhere 

before settling in North Salem.  He was really excited to see this happening in Mount 

Kisco as he spends a lot of time here still.  In fact, he works with Dan Delventhal of 

MowGreen and does landscaping for the firm with electric leaf blowers and is here to 

attest, very much, to the feasibility of electric and really just to reduce gas powered leaf 

blowers in general.  It is a truly damaging practice to the environment and people’s 

health on a number of levels.  It is really encouraging to see this movement going on.   

 

Patricia Lee of 60 Barker Street began by saying she lives in a co-op complex of 

three (3) buildings that are seven (7) stories in height each and might have a different 

point of view.  She did a little number crunching before she got on and stated that they 

have more than 230 apartments in the complex on a relatively small piece of property 

with very little air clearance for these gas blowers.  We have repeatedly complained 

about the fumes and have heard excuses like the electric is more expensive, we would 

need to hire more workers, etc.  In the meantime, there are three to four gas leaf 

blowers here going back and forth, up against the building, underneath the automobiles, 

and on the lawns, impacting more than 400 residents and affecting their health.  She 

has pleaded for electric gas blowers, unsuccessfully, and she is so grateful for what is 

being done right here, right now.  The only thing she would say to Trustee Grunthal, 

don’t wait until December 2024, make it December 2022.  We cannot afford this health 

hazard, if you are in an individual house its bad, if you are in an apartment building, it is 

horrendous.  So she is pleading that we get this moving and that we get this moving 

quickly.  Thank you.  

 

Bob Liebman began by saying that that was a great presentation.  He had 

previously worked on this issue with Peter and a few others on the Conservation 

Advisory Council (CAC) in 2008; it didn’t get on the agenda at that time so he is glad 

that it finally did.  It took a while, Mount Kisco a little slow sometimes, but he’s glad to 

see we did it.  His big problem is that he doesn’t think the legislation goes nearly far 

enough.  He thinks that what we need to do is ban all gas powered leaf blowers period; 

2-stroke, 4-stroke, and this is what they did in Larchmont.  They passed a law that 

would end the use of gas-powered lawnmowers by January 1, 2022; it would prohibit all 

leaf blowers, including electric, except during April and October 15th through December 

15th.  He thinks that Mount Kisco should pass a law like that and not what is being 

proposed because it is way too weak.  Bedford, he thinks, is moving in the same 

direction as Larchmont.  There is an article in the Record Review from May 8th on the 

Town Board work session that was held on May 4th.  They have a leaf blower committee 

in Bedford and they made several proposals; the most important one was to ban all gas 

powered leaf blowers by January 1, 2022.  This had tremendous support from the public, 

according to the article, this included emails and letters that were received as well as 

members of the public that spoke at this work session.  He state that almost every 

speaker supported the complete ban on gas powered leaf blowers.  The main concern is 

health, which was discussed here, and people, particularly now that so many people 

work from home.  They may have been unaware of what goes on during the day in their 

neighborhoods so there was really concern on health issues with this one.  If someone 

wants to raise the social justice issue because of exposing the workers, the workers of 

these companies, it is really, they are pretty desperate for work he would assume and 

they are exposed to this, could be 6 days a week.  There is a social justice angle to this.  

That’s his main point, he is disappointed in the legislation that was proposed here, but 

he thinks we are on the right track and if we just follow Larchmont and he thinks 

Bedford is going this way too.  He thinks things are moving, there are other cities with… 

Burlington Vermont has a complete ban, several cities in California; a complete ban was 
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just proposed in the Assembly in California.  He thinks that things are moving towards a 

complete ban very quickly because it really makes no sense to use gas powered leaf 

blowers at all.  Thank you.  

 

Robin Buco of 75 Grove Street began by saying that she also owns a business on 

South Moger Avenue.  She is very pleased to see that we are discussing this proposed 

legislation.  She thinks it is a great idea and thinks that it makes sense for a lot of 

different reasons that were stated today.  The first time this winter, she saw some 

people using gas powered leaf blowers to clear snow from their cars and such.  She was 

astounded, it was smelly and terrible, but one of the things she wanted to point out is if 

this gets passed she hopes that the Village and the Highway Department for the Village 

of Mount Kisco will lead by example and start using all electric equipment as she thinks it 

would be very hypocritical if they didn’t while they are telling all landscapers that they 

need to.  If the Village is saying to landscapers and homeowners that they need to 

switchover and abide by the new law then the Town should be that example and show 

people how it’s done.  That is her point and hopes to see this passed.  

 

Mayor Picinich mentioned, as a point of information, that the Town will 100% be 

following the law and the proposed law indicates that leaf blowers cannot be used 

between certain periods of time.  Mayor Picinich also shared that the Village had recently 

purchased some 4-stroke equipment as opposed to 2-stroke equipment and as we start 

to move toward other equipment we will be making the transition, as it is financially 

prudent, to electric.  We will be turning those over, over time.  

 

Ms. Buco replied that she hopes the Village replaces equipment or invests in new 

equipment, maybe, she is not sure what is financially possible, but to just make the 

jump straight to electric and skip over 4-stroke.   

 

John Rhodes, Chairman of the CAC and downtown resident, began by thanking 

the Mayor, Trustee Grunthal, and the rest of the Board for moving ahead on this critical 

issue.  He also wanted to thank Ms. Burgler for her excellent report; it was really 

wonderful.  He also thanked Mr. Delventhal for clearing up the matter of impact on 

commercial landscapers so clearly and also debunking some statements.  There has 

been a lot of propaganda from the gasoline industry about electric devices and that they 

are not good and not ready for prime time.  He thinks he showed us pretty clearly and 

matter of factly what the reality is on this topic.  Noise and pollution are two of the most 

important and difficult challenges facing our growing Village and they are both caused, in 

large part, by obsolete equipment and outmoded business practices such as the use of 

diesel trucks, 2-cycle leaf blowers, and other noisy, polluting equipment.  You are 

already aware from Ms. Burgler’s report, and other things, about these very serious 

health effects of gas powered leaf blowers and we all know how disruptive these Iron 

Age devices can be to the quality of life in our Village.  The CAC had a special meeting 

last week to discuss this proposal and we strongly advise the Village to pass the 

proposed legislation because, even though we think it may not be as strong as it could 

be in its current form, passage and effective enforcement will make a significant 

improvement in the health and well-being of everyone in Mount Kisco, but especially the 

children, the elderly, and the affluent residents.  We would like to see a few minor 

changes in the published draft, though we think the proposal is effective as it stands.  

First, it’s more of a technical one, the sound ordinance in section A should remain as it is 

or be added to not weakened.  The proposed legislation removes section A which now 

prohibits any unreasonable noise at any time of day and is replaced by a clause which 

only prohibits such noise in the later evening hours.  This weakens the Village’s ability to 

sanction any loud, dangerous, or offensive noise during daytime hours, which might 

include such health hazards as racing car engines which we are experiencing now in 

Mount Kisco, and the use of dangerously loud industrial equipment.  These can also 

cause hearing loss and have other negative health impacts and we would like to see that 

wording revised.  We would also like to see, as other people have mentioned, more 

restrictive weekend hours and a longer seasonal ban for commercial use of gas blowers. 
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We think that the current modified proposal may be a little too lenient and we would also 

like to see a more rapid sunset on 2-stroke blowers; 2022 instead of 2024.  We see no 

reason to compromise the health and safety of our residents just to maximize the profits 

of building commercial services.  We also agree that the Village should take a leadership 

position in this matter and we know the Village is working to replace its polluting 

equipment with less polluting or zero-emission equipment, but we think the Village 

should take a stand and basically say that the Village will outlaw all gas-powered leaf 

blowers by some specific date, say January 2025 and all gas powered landscaping 

equipment including mowers by a specific later date.  Another technical thing, clause 77-

A appears to be superfluous and possibly contradictory with the new wording or the 

suggested wording in section 1, minor detail.  There is, as Mr. Delventhal said, many 

cost effective emission free leaf blowers now on the market with a lower cost of 

ownership and more than sufficient power for home or commercial use.  We are also 

concerned about the enforcement.  We are concerned that unless this law is vigorously 

enforced, landscaping contractors will consider warnings and light fines as just part of 

the cost of doing business; even a $1,000 fine a few times is not really that severe.  As a 

last point, we think that it is very important that we pass this law now because all the 

surrounding towns, virtually all of the surrounding towns have laws restricting and 

eliminating these gas powered leaf blowers including Bedford, New Castle, and North 

Castle.  If we don’t pass this law now, we will likely see commercial contractors using 

their oldest, noisiest, and most polluting equipment in our Village simply because they 

are not allowed to deploy them elsewhere.  Thank you for your time and he urged all 

residents to study Ms. Burgler’s excellent, factual report on this matter.  

 

Eva Versace of 18 Leonard Street began by thanking the Board for holding this 

meeting tonight.  She had a question that she might have missed.  One of the proposals 

or part of the proposal would be related to the size of the property; so if a property is 

larger they can have gas powered blowers or continue to use gas powered leaf blowers?   

 

Trustee Grunthal replied that the main concern is that no contractor uses more 

than two leaf blowers at a time because the noise is bad enough from two leaf blowers.  

Once you go to three, you’ve got instant damaging of hearing of people that are in the 

vicinity.  We have the challenge that there are some very large properties around and if 

we had only two leaf blowers allowed at a time, it would be a real challenge to get that 

property cleaned up in some reasonable period of time.   We have to figure out some 

type of legislation to protect most people on smaller properties from more than two leaf 

blowers, but at the same time, allow more than two leaf blowers working simultaneously 

on larger areas of land which is why we chose two (2) acres because most residential 

properties in Mount Kisco are less than two (2) acres in size.  That means that most 

residential properties would be protected by not having more than two leaf blowers at a 

time.  

 

Ms. Versace continued on to say that she lives on Leonard Street which is 

surrounded by Guard Hill so all collectively is larger than two (2) acres so she is going to 

assume that that would be the exception to the rule where they would be allowed to 

have more than two (2) leaf blowers going at the same time.  Am I correct in that 

assumption?  Trustee Grunthal replied she was correct.  Ms. Versace went on, she is 

wondering for her immediate area, how is this is really going to benefit the residents 

there.   

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that this is very difficult.  For a start it will 

benefit you in the hours of limitation and the seasonal limitation.  As to the actual 

number of leaf blowers used, the best we can hope for is that if more than two leaf 

blowers are being used they are not used at the same place at the same time.  This is a 

challenge and we don’t know how to deal with this quite honestly.   
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Mayor Picinich made note that the seasonal ban still exists and the restrictions on 

hours of operations.  Deputy Mayor Markus asked about the 2-stroke, that stays the 

same?  Mayor Picinich replied yes, that is Village wide.  So that will also help.  

 

Trustee Grunthal continued to say there will be many benefits to Guard Hill and 

other surrounding and similar places, but here if a landscaper is using more than two 

leaf blowers at a time, then hopefully, the job will be done more quickly, but this is a 

challenge.   

 

Ms. Versace wanted to point out that she thinks it is great that we all want to try 

to go to a smaller carbon footprint and all of that, but conversely, there is also an issue 

today where even electric cars are being limited in manufacturing causing no supply. 

They can’t make them, they just don’t have enough radium or something.  This is all 

good in theory, but this is a challenge.  You also have homeowners, like myself, who 

have invested in gas-powered equipment, what do we do with all that?  Are we supposed 

to just eat the loss on that and we can’t use them anymore; it would be nice to have an 

incentive from the Village if you have this equipment that there is a discount on your 

property taxes or something.  Money always seems to be a great incentive.   

 

Trustee Grunthal mentioned that what this legislation does allow, it allows 

individual homeowners on their properties to have more extensive hours then 

contractors so that if you come home in the evening and need to do work you have that 

ability.  The two-stroke engines, it is our understanding that there are very few left and 

we feel there must come a time where they must be phased out completely so that is 

why we chose 2025, which is a few years from now.  We had to choose some date for 

the phase out.  

 

Ms. Versace stated that she was not aware that they would be phased out in 

terms of manufacturer.  Trustee Grunthal replied not by the manufacturers, but phased 

out by the Village, 4-stroke machines would still be allowed in the Village along with 

electric.  Ms. Versace stated that homeowners who have purchased the two stroke 

pieces of equipment, after 4 years from now, would have to abandon them.  There is a 

lot to this than just to put this ban, there are other considerations; people have invested 

a certain amount of money into equipment to take care of their properties.  Thank you 

for your time.  

 

Ralph Vigliotti began by saying this is his first time listening in and it is very 

educational for him; going from two-stroke to four-stroke.  He thinks the proposed 

ordinance is reasonable, to him anyway.  He likes the weekend hours when folks are 

trying to have backyard barbeques in the afternoon, particularly in the early spring and 

through the summer, and if the lawn mowing or leaf blowing takes place at designated 

hours, it provides an opportunity to have some peace and quiet and enjoy being on your 

deck, front yard, or back yard.  He guesses a big piece is; he’s not sure he wants to wait 

four years for all this to happen, he would like to see it in a little shorter time.  He is not 

sure, someone mentioned incentives to remove some of the old equipment from the 

garage and into storage perhaps and an incentive to buy four-stroke or battery operated 

equipment, he wondered how we can possibly do that.  The enforcement piece, once the 

legislation is passed and approved becomes the issue, particularly on the weekends.  If 

we are putting an ordinance in place, and it is not enforceable, then it gets out into the 

community of landscapers and homeowners, use the equipment.  They may not be using 

it correctly and not following the hours, but it is not being enforced so don’t worry about 

it.  So if we are going to enforce then we need to have in place enforcement officers, so 

to speak.  He thinks that Monday through Friday is a little easier, if there is a call in 

number; DPW, Village Hall, whatever.  Those are his brief comments, he thanks the 

Board for trying to do something with an ordinance.  He thinks it is a good move.  

 

Mayor Picinich stated as a point of information, this is a violation that would be 

issued by Police; this is not code enforcement.  She continued on to say that they have 
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gotten some feedback tonight, but she thinks it is important that this public hearing stay 

open.  This was the first go around, this is something new, and her thought is that we 

should continue to leave this public hearing open and hold it over to our next meeting so 

that more people can participate or comment if they choose.  She wondered what others 

on the Board were thinking.  

 

Trustee Grunthal thinks it is a totally reasonable thing to do; see if anyone wants to 

come out two weeks from now.  

 

Trustee Squirrell agreed as well.   

 

Mayor Picinich wondered if anyone on the Board had comments that they wanted to 

make at this time.   

 

Trustee Grunthal wanted to say that he found it very helpful to hear what many 

members of our community are saying and he also found it helpful to hear the 

comments from Mr. Daventhal of MowGreen.  It would be helpful if we could hear from 

other contractors who actually use gas powered equipment to see what problems, if any, 

are caused for them.  That is a good reason to keep this open for another two weeks.   

 

Mayor Picinich said that if there were no further comments at this time, the Board 

would leave this public hearing open and move into the other components of the agenda.  

 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Markus and was seconded by Trustee 

Grunthal to keep this public hearing open; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

1) Communications: 

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports: 

 
 

a. Water Report 

 

Mr. Famulare began by saying that water production for the month of April was 

1,088,900 gallons per day which is an increase from March and February.  Of that, the 

Byram Lake Filtration Plant was responsible for 854,133 gallons per day and the Leonard 

Park Wells were responsible for 143,772 gallons per day.  On April 1st and April 30th the 

Byram Lake reservoir was at 100% capacity.  

 

b. Personnel Update 

 

Mr. Famulare began by saying that Eleanor Humphrey, who had been a court 

clerk with us at the Mount Kisco Justice Court for nearly 20 years, is moving on from the 

Village.  We wish her well.  

 

c. Review of Phase I Streetscape  
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Mr. Famulare introduced Anthony Oliveri, the Village Engineer and Jan 

Johannessen, the Village Planner, to give an overview of the Streetscape Phase I project.   

 

Mayor Picinich wanted to remind everyone that the Streetscape was a replacement 

of all the curbing which would be changed to granite; a replacement of all the cement 

and the border stones along all of the sidewalks; it includes refurbishment of some of 

the street lamps and replacement of all the street trees and tree wells.  The first phase 

also includes extensive plantings all around the Branch Brook to remove invasive species 

and replace them with more native and manageable plants in order to clean up that 

area.  

 

Mr. Oliveri began by saying that the Phase I Streetscape had a bid opening on May 

4, 2021 where we received five bids for this project.  Mr. Oliveri shared the following 

slide to give residents an idea of where the first phase would be taking place.  

 

 
 

Mr. Oliveri continued on to say that what you see here on the map is Shopper’s Park.  

The first phase of work includes Shopper’s Park, the promenade area, some areas around 

Village Hall, the Blackeby lot, and the path from the Blackeby lot to Main Street.  Phase II 

is envisioned to be Main Street from Green Street up and around to at least Kirby Plaza, 

possibly up to Kisco Avenue; Phase III would be from Green Street south along Main Street 

to about Smith Avenue; Phase IV would be South Moger, Green Street, and Lexington 

Avenue down to Lieto Drive.  Mr. Oliveri continued on say that the perimeter of Shopper’s 

Park is currently designed to include a colored concrete in a pattern with concrete pavers, 

the promenade are all pavers and surrounding Village Hall is pavers and concrete 

sidewalks.  The Blackeby lot is mostly granite curb with some sidewalk improvements 

through the path and connecting to the area along the movie theater.  This has been in 

planning stages for at least three (3) years; we had samples of the different pavers and 

granite on display by Village Hall that have since been removed.   
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Mr. Johannessen began by saying that the areas in lighter green areas on the map 

are areas where new landscaping is going to be installed; the darker green areas are 

existing planters, mainly grass, to remain.  Along Branch Brook and the entrance from 

Main Street would all be removed and replanted.  He also shared that they are trying to 

identify all different scenarios where different paving patterns may come into play.  All of 

the existing trees in Shopper’s Park, approximately 60 of them, are going to be removed 

and reinstalled with larger tree pits.  He continued on to share that the planting plan was 

also shared with the CAC, who agreed with the plan.  These would be planted around the 

Branch Brook.  Mr. Johannessen went over all the different plants, pavers, and patterns 

that would be installed around that area in depth.  The Board of Trustees, the Village 

Planner, and the Village Engineer had a discussion in terms of the next phasing and what 

the plans would be for Main Street and Fountain Park.  

 

Trustee Schleimer asked if they were going to keep the bump outs for pedestrian 

crossings; has that been discussed or thought about at all.  She continued to say that 

they take up parking spaces and make it difficult to see and she doesn’t know if this 

Board has discussed if there is a better way to delineate pedestrian crossings.  She 

knows that in certain communities, they put pavers across the street to delineate that 

without the bump out and is not sure if that is something that they should consider or 

has been considered.  Trustee Schleimer also asked about the different phases and if the 

priorities were set by the conditions of the sidewalks.  

 

Mr. Johannessen pointed out that what came into play was permitting, as Main 

Street is a State Road and we have to work with DOT for that.  Shopper’s Park is totally 

under our control and in need of repair and did not need outside permitting to complete 

the work.   

 

Trustee Schleimer make note that she has been contacted by people who have 

been tripping on the westerly side of South Moger between Kirby and 133 and that area 

seems to be particularly uneven and she hates to think that we are going to leave that 

until almost last.  

 

Mayor Picinich replied that if another discussion on priority needed to be had, that 

could happen.   She mentioned that the section of Main Street was planned next and 

that work is starting.  The next thing to consider would be to possibly move Phase 3 and 

4 depending on the size and scope of the work that needs to be done on each of those.  

 

Trustee Schleimer also wondered if the construction of the fire houses has any 

impact on the plans.  The Blackeby lot and the construction of the Green Street 

firehouse and if we are going to be on Main Street, there is more firehouse work that will 

happening and so she is not sure how that impacts that.    

 

Mayor Picinich asked if this bid were approved, when would work expected to start. 

Mr. Oliveri replied that the contract has a 150 day schedule from time of signing to have 

the work completed.  

 

Trustee Schleimer raised concern that if we have a 150 day schedule, we have 

Septemberfest which is in Shopper’s Park, how would that work. 

 

Mr. Oliveri replied that there wouldn’t be large areas opened up at one time even 

though there may be a sidewalk that wouldn’t be accessible, this is something that could 

be planned.   
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Mayor Picinich said that we would have to work this into the schedule so that it 

could planned around and accommodated. 

 
 

5) Board Reports: 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus had no report at this time.  

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the Trustees of the Fire Department’s 

Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) met with our investment managers.  The 

equity portion of the portfolio increased substantially as the equity markets have gone 

up over the period of time.  Our target asset allocation is to have 50% of the portfolio 

invested in equities and that number rose to 57%, so we decided to pull that back some 

which meant selling back some of the portfolio and locking in the profits made on that.  

He went on to give details on how they allocated the monies within the fund on the 

advice of our financial advisors for the program.  

 

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that if anyone has not yet filed their State or 

Federal income taxes, they have until midnight to do so.  She continued on to say that 

tomorrow are the school board elections for the Bedford Central School District which is 

held at your local elementary school.  Trustee Schleimer continued on to say that Village 

Water and Sewer bills are due and must be received by the end of the month in order to 

avoid late charges.  

 

Trustee Squirrell had no report at this time. 

 

Mayor Picinich began by saying that the Covid positivity rate in Westchester is .7%; 

we have gone below 1,000 active cases in Westchester County; 56% of Westchester 

residents have received at least one dose of the vaccine.  Here in Mount Kisco, as of 

today, we have 7 active cases and as of the 9th of this month 60.4% of those who were 

18 years of age or older have received vaccines.  The Governor announced today that as 

of Wednesday, May 19th, New York State will adopt the CDC guidelines for masking; 

meaning those who are vaccinated are not required to wear masks outdoors and indoors 

in most situations.  However, masks are required in all schools, public transit, nursing 

homes, and other communal settings.  Those who are not vaccinated are required to 

wear masks indoors and outdoors in large group settings.  Mayor Picinich went on to say 

that we have not received the specific guidance from New York yet and the Department 

of Health strongly recommends masks in indoor settings when vaccination status of 

individuals is unknown.  Until the Village receives the actual documentation and 

guidance from New York State, here in Village Hall we are going to continue to require 

masks until we can understand how we determine vaccination status and ensuring the 

safety of our employees.  Mayor Picinich went on to say that if you have been vaccinated 

you will clearly have more flexibility, but there may be situations where you will be 

asked to share that proof of vaccination through either your vaccine card or the Excelsior 

Pass on your phone.  Mayor Picinich continued on to say that there will be a Memorial 

Day Ceremony on Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. in front of the Veterans Memorial and 

that the Mount Kisco Arts Council Summer Concert Series will be starting up on 

Wednesday, June 2nd at 6:00 p.m. in Fountain Park.   

 

6) Old Business: 

 
 

7) New Business: 

 

a. Schedule Public Hearing – CDBG- Monday, June 7, 2021 at 7pm.  

  A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

schedule the following: 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

Please take notice that the Board of Trustees of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco has 

scheduled a public hearing on Monday, June 7, 2021 at 7:00 pm or as soon thereafter 

as possible in the Frank J. DiMicco Board Room in Village Hall; 104 Main Street, Mount 

Kisco, New York to discuss applications to be submitted for Program Year 2022 – 2024 

through the Westchester County Urban County Consortium for Community Block Grants 

for projects related to economic development and improving local public infrastructure.  

 

By Order of the Mayor Picinich and Board of Trustees 

Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager 

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

b. Award Contract 2021-01 –  Paving 2021 

 

 Mayor Picinich began by saying that this is an annual bid for street work that we 

do in the Village.  She state that there is also CHIPS funding we receive from the State 

that helps to subsidize this amount once it is awarded.  There was a discussion amongst 

the Board in regards to this funding and what the budget allows for this project.  

 

A motion was made by Trustee Squirrell and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to award Contract 2021-01 – Paving 2021 to Consorti Bros. Paving & Sealcoating 

Inc. for $673,765.00; all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

c. Award Contract 2021-02 – Streetscape Phase I 

 

Deputy Mayor Markus asked if the Village had received a response in regards to 

the timeframe which Mr. Oliveri responded that was received after this letter was sent to 

the Board for this meeting.  Trustee Grunthal raised a question about funding for this 

project in one financial year without endangering the Capital Plan.  Mr. Wheeling 

responded that he believes this is very doable, although he would have to rerun the 

numbers to make sure.   Mayor Picinich also added that this encompasses the plantings 

that were added after we received the initial $5M and so the other pieces are not going 

to be proportionally the same cost because those scopes are smaller.  Trustee Schleimer 

raised the risk that this contractor has not had jobs of this size and expressed concerns.  

Trustee Squirrell mentioned he saw that some of the jobs were smaller in scope, but 

notes that there were a few larger projects and we should have some comfort level 

based on these references.  Trustee Grunthal and Mr. Oliveri both noted that the 
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contract is set up for payment on work installed.  There was a continued discussion on 

previous work from this contractor.  Mr. Oliveri made note that he felt comfortable with 

this pick after reviewing all the references as well as the conference call he had with him 

and his understanding of the business and the project.  Mr. Oliveri also advised the 

Board that like with any project in the Village, there is a special inspector on the job that 

monitors closely the progress of the project.  

 

A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to 

award Contract 2021-02 - Streetscape Phase I to LandVscape Inc. d.b.a. Nicky Diggs 

Excavation for $2,286,221.99; all in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Opposed  

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

d. Cannabis Legislation Presentation 

 

Mayor Picinich presented the following: 

 
 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting May 17, 2021 27 

 

 
 

 
 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting May 17, 2021 28 

 

 
 

 
 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting May 17, 2021 29 

 

 
 

 
 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting May 17, 2021 30 

 

 
 

 
 



 Village Board of Trustees Regular Meeting May 17, 2021 31 

 

 
 

 There was some discussion amongst the Board in regards to the public hearing 

for this local law and the time frame to get this onto a ballot for the election in 

November, if that is the route the Village would like to take.  

 

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library, & Capital Project Funds 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor 

Markus to pay the bills as submitted on May 13, 2021 for the months of April and May 

2021 as follows:  

 

General Fund     $ 121,745.94 

Water Fund      $   19,253.46 

Sewer Fund      $     6,036.95 

Library Fund     $   17,613.20    

Capital Fund      $ 212,575.12 

LOSAP Fund      $     7,719.38 

Trust Fund      $     7,719.38 

    TOTAL   $ 392,616.05 

 

 

Trustee Schleimer asked about the following bills: refund to a resident, this is a refund 

for real estate taxes; refund to another resident, also a real estate tax refund; Mount 

Kisco Memorial Day for $3,000, this is for the parade that is funded through the Village; 

Sterling Inc., appraisal work for the Village;  

 

 All in favor: 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

 

9) Minutes: 
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10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - Call in# 646-558-8656 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307 

Zoom ID# 539 179 1307 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Mayor 

Picinich to enter into an Advice of Council session after this meeting; all in 

favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

   Mayor Gina Picinich   Aye 

   Deputy Mayor Anthony Markus Aye 

   Trustee Karen B. Schleimer  Aye 

   Trustee Peter Grunthal  Aye 

   Trustee David Squirrell  Aye 

 

Mr. John Rhodes began by saying that this has been a very long 

meeting, the Board has accomplished a lot tonight, but he wanted to talk about 

two brief things.  One is that he wanted to thank Jan and his colleagues for the 

presentation on the Streetscape.  We went over the plan with Jim Gmelin and 

he was very enthusiastic about it and is sure he would be happy that we are 

moving forward with this plan to restore and protect the Branch Brook and our 

downtown street trees.  The other thing is about; you mentioned before that 

the Green Street Firehouse renovation is nearing completion and it has really 

been wonderful how the fire department has done a great job during the 

construction, missing one fire house and missing the fog horn warning system, 

he understands that they didn’t miss any calls and that is amazing.  Connected 

to that, he heard that there is a new horn alert system planned to be installed 

on top of the new firehouse and he has deep concerns regarding this and he 

would like to get the Board thinking about it a little bit.  When you are talking 

about all the health effects of loud noise, at least from the reports that he’s 

heard from people, if they are true, you are going to be installing this very loud 

system at the edge of a residential and institutional neighborhood and very 

close to an elementary school.  We live in Stewart Heights and even the old 

system, which was further away, would rattle windows and woke us up at 

night.  He heard at that time that that system was going to be obsolete 

because we have the new electronic system that seems to be working perfectly, 

but this new system, if it’s true, will be much closer, literally a stone’s throw 

from our bedroom window.  As some of you have been told, as I have from the 

fire department, that the horn alert system is really obsolete and it’s really 

more of a tradition; it’s not really necessary for maintaining high levels of 

services.  Given the potential health effects of this new horn system, he asks 

that the Board consider having a noise impact study conducted to determine 

noise level at the residences, the institutions, the churches, the elementary 

school, and so on, to see whether this would produce any negative 

environmental health effects.  He thinks it is important to do that before it is 

installed because then it would be very difficult to get it removed or modified.  

He thanked the Board for their time.  

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed 

the meeting at 10:01 pm.  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5391791307
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_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 


